Henry of Navarre.                  [1512-

lustre of many splendid qualities was dimmed by a
sordid avarice unusual in a man of such lofty ambi-
tion ; and not to be excused in one who enjoyed
the revenues of three archbishoprics, nine bishoprics
and numerous other benefices.

The accession of Francis II. threw the whole gov-
ernment of the State into the hands of the (raises.
The new King was a sickly boy, weak in body and
mind, the slave of his wife Mary Stuart, who was
herself ruled by her uncles.

The Cardinal of Lorraine was so elated to find
himself in the undisputed control of the royal power
that he disdained to conciliate his rivals and enemies.
The Princes of the Blood were treated with con-
tempt, the Queen-Mother was neglected, no attempt
was made to disarm the hostility of the nobles, who
hated the Guises as foreign favourites and upstarts.
The Protestants were persecuted with increased
severity. All who attended their meetings, all who
knew of such meetings and did not at once denounce
them, were to be punished by death. Du Hourgwus
burnt, notwithstanding the urgent intercessions of
the Elector Palatine and the Swiss.

The authority of the Guises depended on the frail
life of the King ; their power was not firmly enough
established to render hopeless the thoughts of resist-
ance which it provoked. These Lotheringinns, it was
muttered, had usurped the Government ; if the King
was himself incapable of ruling he ought to be
assisted by the natural advisers of the Crown, the
Princes of the Blood, the great officers of state, the
representatives of the Three Estates of the Realm.